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was a deluge of dead fish floating all over this coast, even as far 
up as Cozumel Islands, which was reported by the different captains 
of sailing craft coming in to Belize. No one could account for the 
phenomenon, not having seen a like circumstance. The Colombia expe- 
rience all came back to my mind as I left on November 13 ; had heard 
of no bad effects occurring in tne country and on the coast. Sometime 
during the month of February or March I saw where you reported a 
case of plague at Cozumel. Since my return to Belize I made inquiries 
and found the same conditions which existed in the northern portion of 
this colouy near the seacoast as I experienced in Colombia in 1893. I 
explained to the physicians here my experience, and they concluded 
that I was right — too much of a fish diet. There the matter rested 
until I read the article above-mentioned ; and I must say I think there 
is something in it and it is worth consideration. If you have more 
articles on this subject please forward the same, or copies, to my address. 
Eespectfully, C. W. Knight, M. D. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

COLOMBIA. 

Report from Bocas del Toro — Fruit port. 

Bocas del Toro, Colombia, June 22, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit report for the week ended June 22, 
1900. 

The following vessels have been inspected and cleared : June 16, 
steamship Hispania, Frockberg ; 21 crew ; no passengers ; New Orleans 
via port Limon, Costa Bica ; steamship Tumuri, Boe ; 16 crew ; 1 pas - 
senger ; Mobile ; 3 pieces of baggage ; steamship Harold, Utne ; 17 crew ; 
9 passengers ; Mobile ; 24 pieces of baggage. June 20, steamship, Banes, 
Tronstad ; 16 crew ; 1 passenger ; Mobile ; 9 pieces of baggage ; steam- 
ship, Colombia ; Hirtzberg ; 17 crew ; 1 passenger ; Mobile ; 2 pieces of 
baggage. June 22, steamship Douglas, Eriksen ; 24 crew ; 7 passen- 
gers ; Mobile ; 13 pieces of baggage. 

The health and sanitary conditions of Bocas and vicinity are very 
good. No deaths have been reported to tne during the week. 

Eespectfully, Herman B. Mohr, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report on Coclet. 

Booas del Toro, Colombia, June 22, 1900. 

Sir : In reply to your communication of May 28, referring to infor- 
mation desired by the health officer at Mobile, Ala., with regard to 
Coclet, Colombia, and authorizing me to visit Coclet if possible, I have 
the honor to state that I was on my way to make such inspection when 
the accident occurred to me which I have reported. 

The steamship Douglas arrived here on the 16th instant, having on 
board Dr. M. J. Bancroft, on his way to Coclet as sanitary inspector for 
the quarantine board of Mobile Bay. Dr. Bancroft proceeded to Coclet 
with the steamship Douglas, having on board a disinfected gang of 
laborers for loading bananas at that point. At my request, Dr. Ban- 
croft makes a report of the place. He says : 
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"Coclet is a small village, situated on the coast, about 100 miles 
from Bocas and 60 miles from Colon. It is situated at the mouth of 
Coclet Eiver. There is no harbor. 

"The steamers anchor offshore about 1J miles, and it will be a matter 
of difficulty to load fruit here, as it has to be done in open sea. The 
village is situated on the right of the entrance of the mouth of the 
river, and there are only 9 white inhabitants. For 10 miles up the river 
the banks are elevated, the banana plants growing within 2 feet or so 
all along on either side of the river. There is an exceptional absence 
of marsh along the banks of the river ; also very little mango marsh. 

"Including the Jamaica laborers and the few Chinese, there are about 
200 people in all connected with the colony. I have not, as yet, found 
any sickness present. The French people, who have been here two 
years, report that there have been no deaths due to any form of fever 
since they have been here. I have questioned many of the inhabitants 
and have received the same information from all. The residents I have 
so far seen look healthy. 

"There is no traffic or direct communication with the Pacific side of 
the country. With Colon there is no passenger traffic. The small tug 
owned by the colony goes there about once or twice a week for provi- 
sions. There is no communication with Bocas except by the fruit 
steamer." 

I will add that I know Dr. Bancroft personally as a very capable man 
and can vouch for the reliability of his report. 

Eespectfully, Herman B. Mohr, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

COSTA EICA. 



Report from Port Limon — Fruit port. 

Port Limon, Costa Eica, June 17, 1900. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit report for week ended June 16. 
The following vessels have cleared from this port direct for the United 

States : 
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The sanitary conditions of this port and the surrounding country are 
very good. Two deaths during the week ; on 13th, a child 15 years of 
age, from heart disease, and on 14th, a child 4 years of age, from remit- 
tent fever. 

Eespectfully, J. Grey Thomas, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. S. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



